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TEACHING ENGLISH FOR MASTER STUDENTS  
IN PRIMARY EDUCATION 

Olha Honcharova (Kharkiv, Ukraine) 

This paper is focused on the modern approaches to teaching English for 
the Master students qualified in Primary Education.  

In accordance with the Educational and Professional Program 
01 Education 013 Primary Education composed and adopted by 
H.S. Skovoroda Kharkiv National Pedagogical University (2017), the teachers 
of pedagogy, psychology and methods of primary education, as well as primary 
education organizers and primary school teachers should acquire a certain 
number of general and special competences in teaching pedagogy, psychology 
and methods of primary education in higher educational institutions and 
conducting scientific pedagogical research; teaching and organization of the 
educational process in primary school. The theoretical content of the subject 
area is based on the main provisions of the theory and methodology of primary 
education, pedagogy of higher education, teaching methods of pedagogical 
disciplines in higher education, methodology and methodology of scientific 
research [2].  

The requirements to professional training at all levels and specializations 
necessarily include development of abilities in foreign language 
communication [1]. Thus, the Program says that graduates of the Master 
degree are expected “to organize a productive communicative space based on 
fluency in the state and foreign languages; to demonstrate knowledge of the 
norms of the state and foreign languages; comply with the requirements of 
state documents on the functioning of the language in scientific and 
professional activities” [2]. They also must be able to assess communication 
situations and levels of students’ communicative competence and create 
conditions for the formation and development of communicative competence. 

It is important to highlight that among the main competences which are 
compulsory for the Master degree graduates are the abilities to write an 
abstract and review scientific texts in foreign languages; also, to produce 
scientific texts of different types (abstract, article, report, etc.) in foreign 
languages “in compliance with the basic lexical and grammatical norms of the 
scientific style” [2]. They are also expected to organize a productive 
communicative space; participate in conversations on scientific and 
professional topics in foreign languages; introduce various forms of 
communicative interaction with the audience; improve their own culture of 
speech in foreign languages. 

Lastly, the master students must acquire the skill to carry out 
bibliographic search and analysis of scientific sources on the research topic, 
including foreign sources, to analyze and generalize them in the own master’s 
paper. 
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Taking into consideration the abovementioned requirements, we suppose 
that the main strategy in teaching English for master students should be 
focused on reading, discussing and analyzing scientific and popular literature 
in the field they are specialized in. The analysis of themes of Primary 
Education master students’ papers completed at H.S.  Skovoroda Kharkiv 
National Pedagogical University during 2017-2020 allows us to list the 
following topics which could be recommended for studying in English classes: 

 Work with gifted students 
 Cooperation of family and school 
 Test control in  credit-modular training 
 Interactive teaching methods 
 Methods of conflict prevention and resolution 
 STEM-education 
 Work with children with special needs 
 Formation of students’ interethnic and intercultural tolerance 
 Music therapy in the educational process 
 Integrated learning in the New Ukrainian School 
 Healthy lifestyle  
 Ways of organizing hobby groups 
 Effective classroom management 
 Professional self-development  
 LEGO as a tool in the primary education process 
 Inclusive education environment formation 
 The basics of partnership pedagogy 
 The use of didactic games 
 The principles of the New Ukrainian School etc. 
The proposed list is certainly far from being obligatory or all-embracing – 

just the opposite, it demonstrates the openness of topical variety based on 
specific interests and professional needs of master students. Needless to say 
that the collaborative communication between English lecturer and his (her) 
master students helps work out the student’s individual trajectory for effective 
foreign language acquisition.    
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