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TALANTNESS CONCEPT AND ITS INFLUENCE OVER NOWADAYS CHINA 

Wu Yanlin, PhD student 

H.S.Skovoroda Kharkiv National Pedagogical University 

 

The traditional cultural and social views of the Chinese towards gifted people are based 

on the idea that talent (giftedness) is a gift from the gods (in the case of the Chinese, Heaven as 

the highest deity). The same Heaven concept, on the other hand, doesn‘t allow us to talk about 

talentness or giftedness of people with special needs. As in most cultures, external injuries or just 

a visual difference between a person and the standards of appearance accepted in a particular 

society (shorter or stature, albinism, heterochromia, etc.) were considered a punishment of gods 

and such a person became an outcast. Considering the external shortcomings of a person as 

his\her negative marking, the Chinese tried to avoid communicating with such people. But this 

concept applies only to those who had birth defects and do not apply to those who have been 

injured in wars or protecting their property, family, etc. In this case, the person was treated 

neutrally, but without the desire to establish close relations with him\her. Any mutilation 

happened to a person was a problem of his family and relatives, not of community or society, 

since any mutilation prevented a person from fulfilling his main social function: to work. Being 

an agrarian country, Chinese society almost always oriented its members to physical labor. Also, 

Chinese medical practices successfully eliminated most of the physical, mental and behavioral 

deviations that could be considered as disability in Europe. In this regard, even in the Middle 

Ages, the number of disabled people in the country was not large (in a percentage compared to 

Europe) and, as a rarity, caused mystical fear among common people.That's why in the history 

the Chinese could not (and until now mainly do not) accept the idea of having the Heaven's 

blessing at a person with special needs. 

Through the history, the Chinese paid a lot of attention to talented people, though never 

made a system of search, selection and development. Talented people were more likely 

―nuggets‖ than a product of purposeful work and attention from the side of the Chinese state and 

society. Also unusual for Europeans has always remained the very perception of the concept of 

"talented" in traditional Chinese society. Unlike European culture, where a person who invented 

something was considered talented (painted a unique picture, composed beautiful original music, 

made a discovery), in China such a member of the society, which corresponded to the social 

ideal of society as much as possible was considered as talented (the social ideal of Chinese 

society remained almost unchanged from the most ancient times until the middle of the twentieth 

century).  

Deriving the social image of the nation as "a nation sailing along the river forward, but 

sitting on a boat facing back", the Chinese have always seen the ideal in the past. Therefore, the 

task of subsequent generations has always been to maximize the copying of past achievements. 

In this case a talented person was expected to be a good imitator more, then a creator. The 

reflection of the issue mentioned can be illustrated by the following example: a talented student 

is one who manages equally well in all school subjects. Also as the measure of talent in the 

http://shron1.chtyvo.org.ua/Arabska_kultura/Koran_vyd_2015.pdf
http://www.strana-oz.ru/2004/3/tradicionnoe-musulmanskoe-vospitanie-i-obrazovanie
http://www.strana-oz.ru/2004/3/tradicionnoe-musulmanskoe-vospitanie-i-obrazovanie
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country's culture in the twentieth century for a long time remained the concept of hard work. 

―We don't have ―talentless‖, we have those who are not hard working‖ - the slogan of the 

Chinese concept of talent for schools (including the art, music and dancing ones) in the twentieth 

century. (Kalashnyk, Burtseva, Naumenko & Wu, 2018) 

Unfortunately such ideas are alive in the Chinese society till now. Discovering some 

talents in a child is the problem of his/her parents. Finding talented children is the problem of a 

teacher or a trainer. Maybe because having almost an unlimited human resource in all the 

spheres of life, China is not striving to create an integrated system of work with talented children. 

As before and today the state prefers to invest in an almost finished product, without spending 

money on startups. After the parents themselves take a child to a sports section (for example), 

pay for his/her classes, trips competitions, work with a coach who trains the child up to a certain 

level, the child wins several competitions at the provincial or national level, has got the 

experience of abroad competitions (usually organized by a trainer, paid by parents), then the 

child can get the opportunity to be selected for further training into a sports state boarding school. 

In this case he\she can have an opportunity to make a career as an athlete. 

For today, the traditional Chinese concept of talentness still influences the social views of 

the Chinese towards gifted people with special needs in general and sport gifted in particular. 

Unlike other countries, China still does not provide such children with comprehensive social 

support system, limiting by support and creation of conditions for those who independently 

achieved success at the initial and middle stages of becoming a professional. It can be explained 

by the size of the country, peculiarities of its social life ossification and the dynamism of 

economic development in the late twentieth and early 21st centuries. The problem that the 

Chinese face for today as to the educational and training work with sport gifted children with 

special need is the misbalance in state affords towards image on the international level and social 

views as to inferiority and unsuitability of this category of children and people in general. Due to 

the traditional Chinese social norm and behavior rules, Chinese society follows the path of not 

including people with special needs into the sports life of the region and a particular section. The 

Chinese society still needs time and planned educational and promotional work to overcome 

traditional social attitudes and change their worldview. 
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SPORT EDUCATION WORK WITH DISABLED CHILDREN IN CHINA: WHY 

IT FAILS 

Han Zhangliang, PhD student  

H.S.Skovoroda Kharkiv National Pedagogical University  

 

According to state statistics, today China has about 65 million of disabled. Because of this 

population size they can run a more rigorous training programme than the other countries can. If 

they lose 30, 40 or even 50 percent of their athletes on the way, China can still be left with 

https://scholarship-positions.co/
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