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The experience of implementing the international educational programs in the field of teacher training

Today, the educational system of Ukraine is in the process of active reformation and entry into the Сommon Educational Space. This is facilitated by the legislative framework regulation, the pedagogical theory and practice development, the active use of the valuable pedagogical experience of the leading European countries. Recently, due to the European initiative, adult education, which is gradually gaining popularity in Ukraine, has undergone significant changes and progressive development. The cooperation with Ukraine in adult education has a solid foundation in the form of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the EU and Ukraine, as well as the Action Plan of the EU-Ukraine Neighborliness European Policy.
The analysis of the issues of the Ukrainian international cooperation in the field of adult education shows that there are a number of educational programs and grants, aimed at improving professional skills of the Ukrainian adult population. But, along with this, it is established that not all educational programs have been properly promoted and practically implemented in Ukraine. A lot of graduates of higher educational institutions and practitioners do not attain the adequate level of competitiveness in the European labor market. Therefore, in our opinion, there is an urgent need for more extensive implementation of international educational programs in adult education. In addition, for their successful implementation, it is necessary to prepare a competent pedagogical staff for a more sweeping systemic reorganization of the adult education sector, the purpose and quality of postgraduate education, the content of pedagogical activities and its main subjects.
The issues of international cooperation in the field of adult education were studied by a number of Ukrainian scholars, researchers and educators. In particular, N. Samoilenko considered the role of international educational programs in ensuring the quality of specialist training, H. Kozlakova analyzed some aspects of the international cooperation in teacher training, V. Sevastianov disclosed the influence of international educational programs on European integration processes. In addition, the issues of the international cooperation of higher educational institutions and the development of approaches to the formation of the concept of the international cooperation promotion were raised in the works of V. Kremen, Ya. Boliubash, M. Stepko and others.
The aim is to analyze the experience of the international educational programs activity in the field of adult education and to improve the pedagogical competence of secondary school teachers in Ukraine.
The active involvement of the Ukrainian educational community in international projects and programs proves that modern school teachers and teachers of higher educational institutions have insufficiently mastered the latest professional techniques and technologies. Therefore, there is a need to carry out additional educational activities aimed at training pedagogues and improving teachers’ professional skills.
The Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine carries out the active international educational policy. Thus, Ukraine is actively implementing a joint project of the Ministry of Education and Science and the US Embassy in Ukraine "The Program for the Support of Educational Reforms in Ukraine" (Spilnyi proekt MON ta Posolstva SShA v Ukraini «Prohrama pidtrymky osvitnikh reform v Ukraini), participating in the Consortium for Enhancement of Ukrainian Management Education (CEUME) (Konsortsium iz udoskonalennia menedzhment-osvity v Ukraini), organizes workshops "International Education – Creative Collaboration" (Mizhnarodna osvita – tvorcha spivpratsia), collaborates with the Wehrland Center (Spivpratsia z Veherland tsentrom) and the British Council (Brytanska rada), introduces a number of educational programs.
In this article we are going to analyze the experience of implementing one of the most popular international educational programs GoGlobal and in particular the pilot project GoCamps. GoGlobal initiates learning foreign languages, together with the Ministry of Education, the US Embassy, the Microsoft company and other partners, organizes language camps in Ukraine – GoCamps, which are becoming available to a large number of students from different parts of Ukraine. The main task of the project team is to show children that learning languages is easy and a summer camp can be fun, entertaining, and vibrant (GoGlobal zapuskaie litni tabory z vyvchennia ditmy inozemnykh mov ta shukaie volonteriv).
In addition, the GoCamps project hosts international PRO-Camp conferences, devoted to the world-class educational centers. Teachers and specialists, who arranged leisure time activities and the educational process in summer camps, as well as English teachers, were assembled on the platform DEC place. Within the framework of the conference, the international program was presented, the theoretical aspects of the pedagogical activity were discussed, the trainings and master classes were held with the aim of increasing the teachers’ professional competence.
The event’s particular importance was that English teachers – teachers of Ukrainian ordinary schools, who had volunteered to learn and disseminate the international experience of teaching English among their colleagues and contribute to positive changes in training and education of Ukrainian youth, gained an excellent opportunity to feel the fascination of the international PRO Camp conference (Go Global z mizhnarodnoiu konferentsiieiu Pro Camp).
It should be noted that the trainers of the International Camp Association presented a variety of aspects and the specifics of the work of the language camp in a very professional manner, shared the experience of introducing creative ideas and practically reinforced some highlights of campers’ psychological safety valve.
Speakers at the conferences are professionals from the United States, Great Britain, Spain, Ukraine, Moldova and other countries, as well as Ukrainian leaders, business experts, coaches from the International Camp Association and the American Camp Association. The practitioners of the Oxford International Education Group and the Kaplan International were also presented as part of the educational project, which contributed to enlarging Ukrainian teachers’ scientific horizons.
The program’s successful implementation is also promoted by the creation of a specialized web resource – a coordination information center in partnership with Microsoft Corporation. The site contains all the necessary methodological information –  teachers have become available to download educational programs, specialized handouts, scripts, lesson plans and media library with licensed videos and cartoons (Do initsiatyvy MON shchodo provedennia litnikh movnykh taboriv doluchaietsia GoGlobal).
Particular attention should be paid to the GoCamps program’s initiative of active and constant cooperation with Ukrainian schools. So, GoCamps offers to schools the following work streams:
• possibility of giving effective trainings for teachers;
• free access to teaching materials, as well as assistance in developing new ones;
• teachers’ participation in various projects;
• cooperation with a foreign volunteer (a native speaker);
• constant informational support (Shcho nadaie GoCamp shkolam).
Special attention should be paid to the trainings for foreign language teachers, since such a form of work remains rather unusual for Ukrainian teachers to this day. But, at the same time, it has already become popular among Ukrainian educators and proved its effectiveness and efficiency.
During the trainings, Ukrainian teachers were supported by international organizations, in particular the British Council, the American Council in International Education, the Press and Culture Department of the US Embassy in Ukraine, which promoted the educational programs improvement.
The training was aimed at the cooperation and critical thinking development in solving various problems, combining knowledge of modern technologies and foreign languages and their use in practice.
During the training the participants gained practical skills for organizing the work of language camps within the framework of the GoCamp project, for the cooperation with volunteers, the local community involvement in the language camps, and got acquainted with the out-of-school language program After School – a pilot project that would be implemented for the first time in Ukraine (Uchast u treninhu dlia vchyteliv inozemnykh mov v mezhakh proektu GoCamp 2017).
At the trainings, teachers get ready to carry out project work with students, which will help children to achieve top results. Coaches help to determine a clear plan, to prepare certain materials, to implement and present projects and to discuss the usefulness of the work. At the same time, at the trainings the importance of using interdisciplinary connections, especially music, reading, art and even math, is brought into focus, which will significantly improve the students' work in projects creating.
The international educational programs implementation, which will be applied on the territory of the whole country on an equal basis, promotes the social needs development, the democratic and humanistic ideas realization. At the same time, the international cooperation in the field of adult education will contribute to the educational knowledge globalization, will uplevel the professional competence of many professionals, including teachers. In turn, it will improve the types of adult education programs, promote the popularization of international educational projects for adults. Such projects play an important role in improving the quality of education, as the traditional national educational system is being enriched by additional criteria, the approaches to solving the problem of changing the content of education are being changed taking into account international experience. Purposeful measures will enable the training of a competitive European level specialist capable to think critically and to feel confident in the European labor market.
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Summary

THE EXPERIENCE OF IMPLEMENTING THE INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS IN THE FIELD OF TEACHER TRAINING

The issues of adult education are becoming of particular relevance nowadays. Ukraine is actively working with a number of international organizations to implement educational programs. Thanks to the European initiative, adult education has gained considerable popularity and has got a powerful impetus for development. In particular, one of the most popular areas of focus of adult education is the training of teachers, who already work in different types of educational institutions. The article reveals the experience and features of the activity of GoGlobal, a popular international educational program in Ukraine, as well as the GoCamps pilot project.
The GoCamps project, apart from teaching children in language camps, provides for the thorough training of pedagogical staff. The project provides teachers with a lot of opportunities to develop their own pedagogical competence, to accumulate methodological material, to acquire new theoretical knowledge, to improve the forms and methods of teaching and educational work, as well as to master the new means and technics of the educational process.
The GoCamps project has been successfully operating in Ukraine for several years. Teachers from different parts of Ukraine, cities and small villages, have become participants of the project. This contributes to rethinking and improving the approaches to organizing the educational system in modern Ukrainian schools, which will uplevel Ukrainian education.
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